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(Joint Press Statement)
Issued on 2069/01/28

The Chairperson of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC),
Mr. Kedar Nath Upadhaya, together with the United Nations Resident
and Humanitarian Coordinator (RC/HC), Robert Piper, today drew
attention to the humanitarian impact of the continuing bandh in the Far
Western Region (FWR).

While upholding the right to peaceful assembly, freedom of opinion
and expression, the NHRC and the UN urge protest organizers and
followers to guarantee the freedom of movement for ambulances as
well as the transport of essential medical supplies, patients and food
within the FWR. “Humanitarian access must be guaranteed under all
circumstances in all parts of the country”, said RC/HC Piper.

The Chairperson and the RC/HC also expressed deep concern about
the rising tensions which culminated in clashes on 9 May between the
police and demonstrators in Nawalparasi leaving several people with
serious injuries. While recognizing the responsibility of State agencies
to maintain rule of law throughout Nepal, they urged the security and
law enforcement agencies to exercise restraint and use minimum
necessary and proportionate force while policing areas in which
bandhs and protests are taking place. “Professional policing can play
an important role to prevent tensions between protesting groups from
further escalating”, said the Chairperson.

The Chairperson and the RC/HC also highlighted rising tensions
which have resulted in incidents of local violence between activist
groups across the country, including in Kanchanpur and Nawalparasi
districts. The increasing number and intensity of upcoming
demonstrations creates the risk for more widespread violence. The
NHRC and the UN urge all parties to uphold human rights and take
necessary practical steps to avoid violence during this period of
heightened protests.
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Statement By:
National Human Rights Commission and UNICEF Nepal
On potential misuse of children before, during and after election

Kathmandu, 16" Septemher 2013

The National Human Rights Commission of Nepal and United Nations' Children Fund
(UNICEF) are increasingly concerned about potential misuse, manipulation and
engagement of children by political parties in pre and post-election campaigns in the
country as there are alarming reports about plans of different parties to engage
children and schools in political activities.

Both, constitutional human rights body - NHRC, and inter-governmental organization
mandated to promote and protect children's rights - UNICEF reiterates and reminds all
actors, particularly political parties and state structures in charge of elections about
general principles relating to child protection and children's involvement in political
activities, as stated in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989, which has been
ratified by Nepal as well as Election Code of Conduct which is specifically prohibits
use of children in any procession, rally, mass meeting, meeting, gathering, election
campaign or any election related work or activity. In addition, as it is enshrined in the
Code, we would like to remind all stakeholders about their obligations not to use
schools and school premises for any political purposes and ensure that children are not
misused for political purposes by any party as well as ensure that schools remain
zones of peace as it was jointly declared by the political parties of Nepal

While acknowledging importance of children's opinion and their views, it is the
responsibility of the government and other political actors to put in place systems that
allow children to participate in political processes in a manner appropriate to their age,
without misusing and manipulated as well as engaging them for interests and benefits
of different political parties and structures affiliated with them. NHRC and UNICEF
urge all parties to respect the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
1989, and other international norms and national standards including Election Code of
Conduct and to take all necessary measures to avoid exposing all boys and girls under
the age of eighteen into participating in political activities, including ongoing and
planned bandhs.

NHRC and UNICEF urge all parties to ensure that children are not used through
manipulation or coercion for political purposes, and that their rights to education and
protection from any form of exploitation are respected.

Bed Prasad Bhattarai Hanaa Singer
Acting Secretary, NHRC Country Representative, UNICEF
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